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 Galatians 5:19-21  (19) Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: 
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, (20) idolatry, sorcery, hatred, 
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, 
heresies, (21) envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell 
you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  
 
 Consider these verses in light of the laws and beliefs that we often point to as 
separation from the world. An individual can keep the Sabbath, at least in the 
letter, and yet display hatred, drunkenness, outbursts of wrath, contention, and 
dissensions. An individual can tithe yet manifest selfish ambitions, jealousy, and 
envy. Someone can follow the laws of clean and unclean meats, though still be 
impure in their heart and the decency of their life. 
 



At the end of verse 21, the verse is explicit: those who exercise such wrongs, even 
in affiliation, will not reach the Kingdom of God - simply put, they would not fit in. 
Their lifestyle is opposite to the nature of the life God lives and requires His 
children to live. 
 
To say this a different way, what witness does an individual make who obeys the 
Ten Commandments (including the Sabbath and holy dates), consumes only clean 
meats, tithes devotedly, and refuses false doctrines, yet has a temperament, 
curses, has a perpetual chip on their shoulder, regularly has criticism against 
others, drinks too much, and entertains themself in perverse things? Such an 
observer of nominal law-keeping is worthless to God, precisely as ancient Israel's 
witness to the nations allowed the adversaries of God to blaspheme (Ezekiel 
36:20-23). 
 
In contrast, the Holy Spirit's result being engaged in an individual's life will be 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
(meekness), and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). Those characteristics are not 
manifested all at once - which is why Paul describes them as "fruit." It takes time 
to develop and mature fruit. Nonetheless, one whose life God controls, who His 
Spirit leads, will be displaying these things in addition to following God's law. They 
will not be solely obeying but also imitating God. They will be manifesting these 
characteristics because he/she is a regenerated son/daughter of God who 
expresses the Father's traits. The Word of God puts it very well in Romans 
8:14 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” 
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